Fifth Sunday Of Easter

St. Scholastica
Worship Aid

First Reading
Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31
Paul is accepted by the apostles at Jerusalem.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 22:26-27,28,30,31-32
The whole world shall praise the Lord.
Second Reading
1 John 3:18-24
God commands us to believe in Jesus Christ and to love one another.
Gospel Reading
John 15:1-8
Jesus teaches that he is the vine and that his disciples are the branches.

Background on the Gospel Reading
Today’s reading from the Gospel of John is part of Jesus’ discourse at the Last Supper. Recall that John
tells the story of Jesus’ Last Supper differently from the other Evangelists. In John’s Gospel, the Last Supper begins with Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. Jesus then provides them with a series of instructions. We
call this section the Last Supper discourse or Jesus’ farewell discourse. In these chapters of John’s Gospel,
Jesus instructs his disciples about the importance of following his example of love and service, about the
gift they will receive when Jesus sends them the Holy Spirit, and about their relationship with Jesus and
with the world. The Last Supper discourse concludes with Jesus’ prayer for his disciples.
Today’s Gospel reading is taken from middle of the Last Supper discourse. Jesus speaks about his relationship to his disciples. In his metaphor of the vine and the branches, Jesus is referencing the Hebrew Scriptures. In the Hebrew Scriptures, Israel is the vineyard, and Yahweh himself tends the vineyard. One of the
primary themes of John’s Gospel is to show Jesus to be the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel.
In this passage, Jesus teaches his disciples that his relationship with them will not end after his death; he
will remain with them always. This unity between Jesus and his disciples is the basis for their ability to
continue to do the work that he began. Similarly, Jesus’ presence with us through the Gift of the Holy Spirit
enables us to continue the work of love and reconciliation that he began.
Jesus also teaches his disciples about the importance of the words he has taught to them. Just as Jesus will
remain in the disciples, so too will his words. We come to know Jesus through the Scriptures, the living
Word of God. Our commitment to be Christ’s disciples is sustained through God’s Word. This commitment
is also strengthened by our life of prayer and nourished by the Eucharist. Through the Eucharist, Jesus
dwells in us, remains with us, and transforms us so that we might bear fruit in his name.
We observe many people who act in ways that show their commitment to serve their neighbor. Christians
and non-Christians feed the hungry, care for the sick, shelter the homeless, and give alms to the poor. These
actions become acts of Christian discipleship when they are motivated by our relationship with Jesus.
Whatever the immediate results, Jesus promises us that these actions will bear fruit when we undertake
them in his name.

Source: Loyola Press

Greeting
Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Priest: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And with your spirit
Priest: brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves
to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief moment of silence takes place to humbly confess our sins to the Lord
All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in
what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
Then they continue:
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you,
my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
All: Amen.
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.

Kyrie, eleison.
All: Kyrie, eleison.
Christe, eleison.
All: Christe, eleison.
Kyrie, eleison.
All: Kyrie, eleison.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever

Reading I
Acts 9:26-31

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples,
but they were all afraid of him,

not believing that he was a disciple.
Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to the apostles,
and he reported to them how he had seen the Lord,
and that he had spoken to him,
and how in Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.
He moved about freely with them in Jerusalem,
and spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord.
He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists,
but they tried to kill him.
And when the brothers learned of this,
they took him down to Caesarea
and sent him on his way to Tarsus.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm
22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32

R. (26a) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
or:
R. Alleluia.
I will fulfill my vows before those who fear the LORD.
The lowly shall eat their fill;
they who seek the LORD shall praise him:
“May your hearts live forever!”
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
or:
R. Alleluia.
All the ends of the earth
shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of the nations
shall bow down before him.
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
or:
R. Alleluia.
To him alone shall bow down
all who sleep in the earth;
before him shall bend
all who go down into the dust.
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
or:
R. Alleluia.
And to him my soul shall live;
my descendants shall serve him.
Let the coming generation be told of the LORD
that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born
the justice he has shown.
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

Reading II
1 Jn 3:1-2

Children, let us love not in word or speech
but in deed and truth.
Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth
and reassure our hearts before him
in whatever our hearts condemn,
for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything.
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,
we have confidence in God
and receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.
And his commandment is this:
we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,
and love one another just as he commanded us.
Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them,
and the way we know that he remains in us
is from the Spirit he gave us.

All: Thanks be to God

Alleluia
Jn 15:4a, 5b

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me will bear much fruit.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel
JN `15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples:
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.
He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit,
and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit.
You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you.
Remain in me, as I remain in you.
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own
unless it remains on the vine,
so neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine, you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
because without me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
will be thrown out like a branch and wither;
people will gather them and throw them into a fire
and they will be burned.
If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
By this is my Father glorified,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord
R: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Homily
Profession of Faith
The Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow.
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the Faithful
Let us pray to the Lord
All: Lord, hear our prayer

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Preparation of the altar and the offerings
Priest: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours may be
acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of
his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
Eucharistic Prayer (Preface)
Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right and just.
All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Priest: The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
Or:
All: When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
Or:
All: Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Communion Rite
Lord’s Prayer
Priest: At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe
from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior,
Jesus Christ.
All: For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I
give you, look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously
grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign
for ever and ever.
All: Amen.
Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
Priest: Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All: Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Period of silence or song of praise
Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen

Solemn Blessing
May God, who by the Resurrection of his Only Begotten Son
was pleased to confer on you
the gift of redemption and of adoption,
give you gladness by his blessing.
Amen.

May he, by whose redeeming work
you have received the gift of everlasting freedom,
make you heirs to an eternal inheritance.
Amen.
And may you, who have already risen with Christ
in Baptism through faith,
by living in a right manner on this earth,
be united with him in the homeland of heaven.
Amen.

St. Michael the Archangel,
Defend us in this day of battle,
be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil,
may God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou, O prince of the heavenly hosts,
By the power of God,
cast into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits
who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls.

Prayer for Families of Parishes
Father in Heaven, renew your wonders in our time,
as though by a New Pentecost.
Holy Spirit, increase your gifts in us to move boldly into
Families of Parishes with confidence.
Deepen our desire for every person to encounter Jesus anew,
grow daily as his disciples and give witness to his love and mercy.
This is our mission! And we embrace it anew.
Grant that your Holy Church in Detroit,
praying perseveringly and insistently with one mind,
together with Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
guided by St. Joseph, St. Anne and Bl. Solanus Casey,
may increase the reign of the Divine Savior,
the reign of truth and justice, the reign of love and peace.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen
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“The Chosen” TV Series Bible Study
Season 1 Tuesdays 7pm
Season 2 Thursdays 7pm

Visit www,scholastica.church for more information

Friday May 7th
Become the Fire Prayer Gathering
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